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Impact  o f  Unsu l t rb l ] l tv  Oes lonat lons on the Supplv  o f

Coal and the Econornv of Emcrv Countv

Thc rcononv of Erncry County has tradltlonally had a strong nrlnlng base.

l'f lnlng lccounts for 29 pcrccnt of thc Emcry County rorklqg populatlon

(utatr Departncnt of Enrploymcnt Securlty, 1978) and 47.5 pcrcent of the

totr l  crrnlngs r l thln the county (UlS. Dcpartmcnt of Corm€Fclr 1977).

In Ernery County, corl rccounts for 93 pcrcent of thc nlnlng lndustry

(Ner*nan, 1979). t t lnlng cxperlenced a rapid growth ln Ernery County

during the 1970s. As an cxrmpla, only 364 Jobs rcrr t led to the nincral

fndustry In 1970, whl ' lc ln 1978, there rrcre 1,596 ruch vorkars (gmptoyment

Sccurl ty, Dcprrtmcnt of Conmcrcc); Thera ls no questlon that coal ls and

wll l  contlnue to be one of the strongest economlc forccs ln Enery County.

Thc dcmand for coal ls cxpected to Increasc ln the future. This conclusion

ls supported by recent Department of Encrgy proJected coal production

cstimai,es for the Ulntah-Southwestern Utah Coal Region. In 1975, total

product lon In th is reglon was l0. l  ml l l lon tons.  Thc Dcpartnent  of

Energy has rstlrnrted that coal productlon from thls reglon could vary

frorn 13.9 to 14.5 ml l l lon tons by 1985 rnd f r .om 16.9 to 20.5 mi l l lon

tons ln 1990. To rerch thcse pr-oductlon lcvals coal could comc from

cxlst tng lcasasr prcfcrencc r lEht  lcasc appl lcat lons,  and new l tasts.
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0n June I '  1979, Sccrctary of thc Interlor Andrus dctarnined that an

rddl t lonal  109 ml l l lon tons of  coal  should be of fered to help meet the

ldentlf led prnductlon trrgcts.

Appl lcat lon of  the unsul tabl l l ty  cr l tcr la ln the San Rafael  Planning

Arca resulted fn l4 pcrcant (3,492 rcrcs) of thc Erncry PCA, containing

somc 53 mll l lon tons of rccovlr lblc coal resrrves as belng classlf ied as

unsul tabla '  Thls lc lv ts t  tota l  of  21,798 acrcs,  t l th an cst imated

333.5 mil l lon tons of rccovcrable Fcderal corl rescrves ln the PCA.

l lonc of the corl rcrragr ln the l{asatch Platcau KRCRA (5,5'15 acres wjth

80 mll l lon tons of recoverablc coal rtservQs) ras dctarmined to be

unsui tabl e.

Eecause of the relat lve abundanec of coal ln thc trea and only 14 percent

of  the to ta l  recovcrab ' lc  reserves ln  th t  PCA were Inc luded,  the unsui tab i ' l i i y

des ignat lons are not  ant lc lpatcd to  resu l t  ln  an advcrse lmpact  on

clther the supply of coal or the cconorry of Emery County.
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